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Introduction 


In 1973 Mawlana ?Abul Hasan ‘Ali ’an-Nadwi travelled to six Muslim countries. He wrote a travelogue 


called, Darya-e-Kabul se Darya-e-Yarmtk tak. 


Mawlana addressed a group of professional women, in Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan. The subject 
matter of that lecture is relevant now as then. The following is the translation of that section of the 


travelogue. 
We make du@ that Allah Ta‘ala accepts our effort and make it a means of guidance, ‘Amin. 


Ruhamaa Foundation South Africa 


The Effects of Modernist & Orientalist Ideology on the Ladies of 
Afghanistan 


The realisation that western culture was sweeping over the country was inescapable to us. Its effects 


were apparent. The period from 1928-1973 had created a deep gulf [with the previous culture]. 


The Afghan people held firmly to Islamic ways until the reign of ?Amir >Amanullah Khan. They were so 
staunch, that it resulted in exaggeration and extremism. Consequently an agitation arose against the 
>Amir when he went against certain established Islamic traditions. This forced him to abdicate the throne 
and crown. 


The situation is now completely different. The Afghan people are far removed from their past. The 
months and years of that period, are relatively few, amounting to a mere 45 years. However, in terms of 
ideological and cultural change, the span is massive. Most nations undergo such changes over centuries. 
The veil is now regarded as something primitive, a symbol of ignorance and poverty. It survives only 
amongst religious Ulam@ and farmers in rural areas and villages, far from the capital. European dress is 
now common. Nevertheless, the effects of Islam is still to be found amongst “educated” Muslim ladies, to 
some degree or the other. Their questions and speech had no indication of mockery. Instead, they 
maintained decorum while speaking to us. Their speech revealed some respect for the Din and the people 
of Din. They display a zeal for learning the status, rights and duties which they have as women of Islam. 
However, their questions also reveal just how much the culture and civilisation of others have influenced 
them. The writings of the orientalists against Islam, its basic principles, and way of life; their concerted 
agenda driven propaganda; and drinking in the European idea of complete equality with males, have had 
deep effects upon them. 


We have also become painfully aware of the deficiencies of the Muslim missionaries and people of 
guidance, writers and the noble ‘Ulam@ in presenting Islam and its laws in a new and effective manner 
and allaying the doubts of the educated classes. At any rate, the chasm between the two classes - the 
representatives of Din, i.e. the Ulam@ and the educated class - has become extremely wide. It will not be 


easy to bridge this. 


During this programme with these professional ladies, my accomplished companion, ’Ustadh >Ahmad 
Muhammad Jamal, also delivered a speech. I have already written that he is a proficient expert on this 
topic. He achieved much in this field. His book, Makanaki Tuhmadi, is an excellent work on this topic. I 
also thought it apt, that as a form of mental preparation, that I should mention the following in my 


speech. 


Intermingling, Immodesty and “Social Advancement” for Women lead 
to Chaos and the Fall of Nations 


I have researched the history of cultures and civilisations of nations with intense devotion, and 
specifically concentrated on their rise and fall. I have concluded that their decline, destruction, and loss 
of the charm of their culture and civilisation lies in the breakdown of the family structure, a loss of 
balance and fairness in family life, general corruption and breakdown in the relationship between males 


and females, females not paying attention to family life and fleeing from their duties. 


In whatever historical civilisation we examine that is declining and rapidly plummeting to destruction, 
we always find that women started to abandon their family life and responsibilities. They became 
deprived of the passion for maternal affection and motherhood. They became averse to raising and 
grooming children, training the future generation, and the attached responsibilities. They became 
heedless of making the home a place of contentment and tranquillity. A place that when a man enters, 
he finds the treasures of safety, tranquillity and rest, as if he had entered Paradise itself. Instead they 
strove to equal men in their responsibilities, accomplishments, travels, socialising, and every other field. 


In fact, they became insane in zealously competing with males in every facet of life. 


As aresult, mental and ideological confusion, widespread lawlessness, anarchy and immorality gripped 
such societies. This resulted in the tempo of destruction ever increasing. This is the story of ancient 
Greece. This is the story of ancient Rome. This is the tale of the Persians. I fear that this might be the way 
of the eastern peoples as well. It is a matter of grave concern that the signs have already become apparent 


in our eastern societies. 


The above is the crux of my speech to the professional women. (There would always be some difference 
in the written and spoken word). I hope that these lines will reach my respected Afghan sisters. May it 


be beneficial in alerting them to the coming dangers. 
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